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years. One of the current owners, Judy Rodri-
guez, was a former student, and has been in-
volved with the school for 43 years. Peggy
Dietrick and her niece, Deborah Dietrick, make
up the remainder of the school’s ownership.

In 1975, the National Accrediting Commis-
sion of Career Arts and Sciences recognized
Laredo Beauty College for its achievements by
conferring upon it national accreditation status.
The school is currently a member of both the
American Association of Cosmetology Schools
and the Cosmetology Educators of America.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the Laredo Beauty Col-
lege for having been such an essential part of
their community for the past fifty years.

ON THE PASSING OF MICHAEL
KING

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the life of one of the legends of the en-
tertainment industry, a man responsible for
some of the greatest television touchstones of
the past three decades: Michael Gordon King.
Michael's passing last month at age 67 is a
great tragedy, but we know he leaves a tow-
ering legacy of success and an indelible mark
on American culture.

Michael and his late brother Robert inherited
their business and their savvy from their fa-
ther, Charles King, who founded a modest tel-
evision syndication company named King
World Productions in 1964. As Michael would
recall, their father would go over every deal at
the dinner table with his family, delving into
the details of his transactions when Michael
was as young as 14. Michael would take the
titte of president of King World shortly after
graduating from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
at the salary of $150 a week.

When Charles King died in 1972, King
World had one product: the distribution rights
to “The Little Rascals.” Over the next 30
years, Michael and Robert would build King
World into an entertainment empire.

In 1983, King World paid $50,000 to acquire
the rights to “Wheel of Fortune.” With the
hard-charging brothers traveling the country to
secure top media markets to air the show,
“Wheel of Fortune” became the highest-rated
syndicated program in history. The company
was awarded the distribution rights to the re-
vival of “Jeopardy!”—the enduring television
favorite that made Alex Trebek a national icon.

In 1986, the Kings’ launched a national talk
show with a former Baltimore news anchor
and local-Chicago talk show host: Oprah
Winfrey. The Oprah Winfrey Show would be-
come one of the most widely watched and
consequential television programs ever.

Under the leadership of Michael and Robert,
King World reached astounding heights. Ac-
cording to the New York Times, “On a typical
day in the late 1980s, 90 million people
watched at least one of the company’s three
biggest shows—Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy!,
and The Oprah Winfrey Show.”

Eventually, the Kings sold their company to
CBS. Michael would serve as a consultant to
CBS, and find a new passion for sports—
opening a world-class boxing gym and a box-
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ing promotions company dubbed King Sports
Worldwide.

Michael measured himself against the big-
gest legends in entertainment history. As we
reflect on his life and his legacy, we know that
Michael King earned his place among the
greats.

Michael's passion for entertainment, his
showmanship and eye for talent, his dedica-
tion, drive and creativity shaped some of the
most important cultural touchstones of recent
memory.

| knew Michael as a father devoted to his
family and concerned about the community. |
hope it is a comfort to Michael's wife, Jena,
his children, Alexandra, Theodore, Audrey and
Jesse, and the entire King family that so many
people mourn their loss. Many millions around
the world have been entertained and moved
by Michael’'s work, and are grateful for his leg-
acy.

———

ON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF MASTER CHIEF
BOB SEBASTE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Master Chief Bob Sebaste on the
occasion of his retirement after 29 years of
service in the United States Navy and Coast
Guard. Master Chief Sebaste’s illustrious mili-
tary career began as a Staff Instructor in
Balston Spa, New York. During his distin-
guished career, Master Chief Sebaste served
assignments throughout the United States as
Public Affairs Officer in the US Navy, Leader-
ship Instructor at Coast Guard Air Station in
Miami, as well as Maintenance Control Officer
for USCG Base, Boston. Notably, for three
years, from 1990-1993, he served as an in-
structor at the Naval Nuclear Power School in
Orlando, Florida.

Throughout his career, Master Chief
Sebaste continued to strive for self-improve-
ment and successfully rose through the ranks.
He distinguished himself as a well-respected
leader in the US Navy and US Coast Guard.
After attending Electronics Technician School,
Master Chief Sebaste was commissioned as a
Reactor Operator for submarine USS Tecum-
seh in Charleston, SC. He went on to serve in
a variety of positions including Staff Instructor
at Reactor Plant Training, Public Affairs Officer
in the Operational Test Support Unit and Chief
Electronics Technician for the US Coast
Guard Cutter MOHAWK Division.

Behind every great serviceman and woman
is a support network encouraging them to
strive for greatness. | offer my gratitude to
Master Chief Sebaste’s wife, Betty, a school
teacher at Sandpiper Elementary School in
Sunrise, Florida, and their three children Ra-
chel, Walter and Christopher. Following in his
father’s footsteps, Christopher Sebaste is cur-
rently a Staff Sergeant in the United States Air
Force, stationed in Okinawa, Japan.

Mr. Speaker, we owe Master Chief Sebaste
our infinite gratitude for his boundless devotion
and years of service to our nation. It is be-
cause of individuals like Master Chief Sebaste
that our nation remains safe and secure. | am
honored and truly privileged to recognize Mas-
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ter Chief Bob Sebaste for his dedication to the
US Navy and Coast Guard over the past 29
years, and offer him my best wishes for con-
tinued good health and success in the years
to come.

——————

LOGOS PREPARATORY ACADEMY
BASEBALL TEAM

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Logos Prep baseball team for
their advancement to the 3A championship
game after winning District 6—-3A.

The Lions entered into the championship
game with a remarkable 11-1 record and
proudly represented the entire Fort Bend com-
munity. They were led on and off the field by
four outstanding all-state players, including
junior Andrew Richards, sophomore Sammy
Kuntz, senior Makay Raven, and junior Mar-
shall Allen. Additionally, the Lions had multiple
players voted onto the all-district and aca-
demic all-state list. These prestigious awards
are achieved through both athletic and aca-
demic vigor and are highly competitive
throughout the state of Texas. We are ex-
tremely proud of all the men of the Logos
Prep baseball team and look forward to their
future accomplishments.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the entire team in representing the Logos
Prep Academy in the Texas State Tour-
nament.

———

RABBINIC LETTER ON THE
CLIMATE CRISIS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to submit a Rabbinic Letter on the Cli-
mate Crisis.

Today, Pope Francis released the Papal En-
cyclical, calling on all of us to address the
global crisis of climate change. But the Encyc-
lical was not the only religious document this
week calling for bold action. The Rabbinic Let-
ter demonstrates that leaders in the Jewish
faith share the commitment to meeting per-
haps the greatest challenge of our time.

The Rabbinic Letter was initiated by seven
leading rabbis from a broad spectrum of
American Jewish life: Rabbi Elliot Dorff, rector
of the American Jewish University; Rabbi Ar-
thur Green, rector of the Hebrew College rab-
binical school; Rabbi Peter Knobel, former
president, Central Conference of American
Rabbis; Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, director of
the Social Justice Organizing Program at the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College; Rabbi
Susan Talve, spiritual leader of Central Re-
form Congregation, St. Louis; Rabbi Arthur
Waskow, director of The Shalom Center; and
Rabbi Deborah Waxman, president of the Re-
constructionist Rabbinical College. They were
joined by Rabbi Irving (Yitz) Greenberg, a
leader of the Orthodox community.
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